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The impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the Caſes 
ol Perſons queſtioned for any Acts done by them 
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XXX Iþ ER EAD in His Majeſty's Province of Ma 
ſachuſets Bay, in New England, an Attempt hath 
W lately been made to throw off the Authority of 

| the Parliament of Great Britain over the ſaid 
Province; and an actual and avowed Reſiſtance, 
by open Force, to the Execution of certain Acts of Parlia · 
ment, hath been ſuffered to take place, uncontrouled ang 

unpuniſhed, in Defiance of His Majeſty's Authority, and 0 


* utter * of all lawful Government: - 
nv. 
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And whereas, in the preſent diſordered State of the ſaid 
Province, it is of the utmoſt Importance to the general Wel- 
fare thereof, and to the Re-eſtabliſhment of lawful Authority 
throughout the ſame, that neither the Magiſtrates acting in 
Support of the Laws, nor any of His Majeſty's Subjects aiding 
and aſſiſting them therein, or in the Suppreſſion of Riots 
and. Tumults, raiſed in Oppoſition to the Execution of the 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm, ſhould be diſcouraged from 
the proper Diſcharge of their Duty, by an Apprehenſion, that 
in caſe of their being queſtioned for any Acts done therein, 
they may be liable to be brought to Trial for the ſame, before 
Perſons who do not acknowlege the Validity of the Laws in 
the Execution whereof, or the Authority of the Magiſtrate 
in the Support of whom ſuch Acts had been done: 


Jn order therefore to remove every ſuch Diſcouragement 
from the Minds of His Majeſty's Subjects, and to induce them, 
upon all proper Occaſions, to exert themſelves in Support of the 
Public Peace of the Province, and of the-Authority of the. 
King and Parliament of Great Britam over the ſame; Be 
it Enacted by the KIN G's Moſt Excellent MajzesTy, 
by and with the Advice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That if at 
any Time, within the Space of Fears from and 
after tlie aany Bill or Bills of Indictment ſhall be 
found againſt any Perſon for Murther, or other capital Of- 
fence, in the Province of the Mafſachuſets Bay, ud it ſhall 
appear, by Information given upon Oath to the Governor, 
or in his- Abſence to the Lieutenant Governor, of the ſaid 
Province, that the Fact was committed, by the Perſon indicted, 
while he was either in the Execution of his Duty as a 
Magiſtrate, for the Suppreſſion of Riots, or in the Sup- 
port of the Laws of Revenue, or that he was acting in 
his Duty as an Officer of Revenue, or acting under the 
Direction and Order of any Magiſtrate for the Suppreſſion 
of Riots, or for the carrying into Effect the Laws of Re- 
venue, or aiding and aſſiſting in any of the Purpoſes aforeſaid; 
and if it ſhall alſo appear, to the Satisfaction of the ſaid Gover- 
nor or Lieutenant Governor reſpectively, that an indifferent 
Trial cannot be had within the ſaid Province, in that 
Caſe it ſhall and may be lawful for the Governor or Lieu- 
tenant Governor to direct, that the Indictment ſhall be 


tried in ſome other of His Majeſty's Colonies, or in Great 
| Britain, 
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Britain, and for that Purpoſe to order the Perſon indicted 
to be ſent under a ſufficient Cuſtody to the Place appoint- 
ed for his Trial; and that there may be no Failure of 
Juſtice from the want of Evidence in ſuch Caſes, it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the Governor, or in his Abſence 
the Lieutenant Governor, to ſettle and aſſeſs a reaſonable 
Sum to be allowed for the Expences of ſuch Witneſſes as 
the Proſecutor, or the Perſon indicted, ſhall defire to be 
ſummoned ; which Sum ſhall be advanced by the Commiſ- 
fioners of His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, to the Witneſs, who, upon 
the Receipt thereof, ſhall enter into a Recognizance be- 
fore a Judge of the Superior Court, to appear and give 
Evidence upon the Trial of ſuch Indictment. | 


And be it further Enacted, That the Governor, or in 
his Abſence the Lieutenant Governor, if he ſhall dire& the 
Trial to be had in any other of His 3 Colonies, 
ſhall tranſmit the Indictment, together wich e Recogni- 
zances of the Witneſſes, under the Seal of the Province, to 
the Governor of ſuch other Colony ; who ſhall immediately 
iſſue a Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, and deliver or 
cauſe, to be delivered the faid Indictment, with the ſaid 
Recdgnizances, to the Chief Juſtice, and ſuch other Per- 
ſons as have uſually been Commiſſioners of Oyer and Ter- 
miner there; who ſhall have Power to proceed upon the 
ſaid Indictment, as if the ſame had been found before 
them, and the Trial ſhall thereupon proceed in like Man- 
ner, to all Intents and . Purpoſes, as if the Offence had 
been committed in ſuch Place: And in caſe the Governor, 
or in his Abſence the Lieutenant Governor, ſhall dire& the 
Trial to be had in Great Britain, he ſhall then tranſmit 
the Indictment, together with the Recognizances of the 
Witneſſes, under the Seal of the Province, to One of His 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, who ſhall deliver 
or cauſe to be delivered the fame, to the Maſter of the 
Crown Office, and the Indictment ſhall be tried in the 
next Term, at the Bar of the Court of King's Bench, in 
like Manner, to all. Intents and Purpoſes, as if the Of- 
fence had been committed in the County of Middleſex. 
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them in the Execution of the 
Law, or for the Suppreſſion of 
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